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NCAA
ELIGIBILITY CENTER
» Who are we? A unit within the NCAA.

» What do we provide? Certification of 
college-bound student-athletes for 
collegiate competition.

» What do we review?

o Academic requirements.

o Amateurism requirements.



NCAA THREE DIVISIONS
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CHOOSING AN NCAA SCHOOL

» Encourage your students to this interactive map to 
locate NCAA schools they’re interested in attending.
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Cost of 
Attendance

School Size School Location Majors
and Minors

Admission 
Requirements

Culture
and Affiliations

Student-to-
Faculty Ratio

Playing Time

https://on.ncaa.com/MemberMap
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COLLEGE ADMISSION
» Apply and be accepted to the NCAA 

school before they can compete.

o NCAA certification does NOT include 
acceptance to the NCAA school 
recruiting them.

» Ask college admission about:

o Cost of attendance.

o Financial aid.

o Standardized test scores. 

> May be required for college
admission or scholarships.

> NOT required for NCAA certification.

o For more questions to ask, visit
on.ncaa.com/ChoosingCollege.

https://on.ncaa.com/ChoosingCollege


NCAA REGISTRATION
Register Before Freshman Year
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NCAA REGISTRATION 
Three Account Types

Academic
and Amateurism 

Certification Account

Free Profile Page 
Account

Amateurism-Only 
Certification Account

1 2 3
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FREE PROFILE PAGE ACCOUNT
Account Type #1

The right place to start for most students!
» Not sure in which division they plan to compete.
» Domestic students planning to compete at a 

Division III school.
» Registering in an NCAA-certified nonscholastic 

basketball event (BBCS, ECAG, AAU).

No registration fee.

Transition to the right certification account
at any time.

https://web3.ncaa.org/directory/memberList?type=12&division=III
http://bbcs.ncaa.org/
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeTransition
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeAccountTypes
https://on.ncaa.com/Profile_QR
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ACADEMIC AND AMATEURISM 
CERTIFICATION ACCOUNT
Account Type #2

Required to compete at a Division I or II school.
» Go on official visits.
» Sign a National Letter of Intent.
» Receive an athletics scholarship.

Registration fee:
» Domestic students: $100.
» International students: $160.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2224/What-is-an-official-visit
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2233/What-is-the-National-Letter-of-Intent
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=domestic
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=domestic


Required for all international student-athletes
planning to compete at a Division III school.

Registration fee:
» $70.

Student-athletes transferring from a
two-year school to an NCAA Division I or II 
school who did not require an Eligibility 
Center academic certification.
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AMATEURISM-ONLY 
CERTIFICATION ACCOUNT
Account Type #3

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4187/For-Division-III-who-is-considered-an-international-student-athlete?query=diii%20international


INSTITUTIONAL REQUEST LIST
» An IRL is a list of college-bound student-athletes an 

NCAA school is interested in recruiting. 

o A student must be on an NCAA school’s IRL to 
receive an Eligibility Center certification.

> Receive athletics aid.

> Practice.

> Compete.
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https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2221/What-is-an-institutional-request-list-IRL?query=IRL
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HOME SCHOOLING VERSUS
SCHOOLING AT HOME

Generally, if a parent/guardian or tutor creates the 
curriculum, provides instruction, assesses the 
coursework and/or awards grades and credit, the 
student is considered a home-schooled student-athlete.

HOME SCHOOLING

SCHOOLING AT HOME
Learning at home does not necessarily equate to 
being home schooled. A student may be able to learn 
at home through an online school with online 
teachers, which would not be considered 
parent-directed home school.



HOME SCHOOL REGISTRATION TIPS
» Pay special attention to questions about schools attended.

o If home school attendance is reported during 
registration, four home school tasks will be assigned 
to the student’s account.

o Students should report all schools attended.

> Note: Many programs used by home-schooled students 
have accounts with the NCAA and would not require a 
home school review.

> Use school search feature to determine if an account exists.

o Remind students to check if they meet fee waiver 
criteria when registering.
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https://on.ncaa.com/YouTubeFeeWaiver


CORE COURSES



WHAT IS A CORE COURSE?
» Meets all requirements for an NCAA-approved core course.

» Find your high school’s list of NCAA-approved core courses.
18

https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses
https://on.ncaa.com/CCL


Complete 10 of their 16 NCAA-approved core-course 
credits, including seven in English, math or science, 
before the start of the seventh semester.

» Once a student begins their seventh semester, 
any course needed to meet the 10/7 requirement 
cannot be replaced or repeated.

DIVISION I: 
CORE-COURSE TIME LIMITATION

19



CERTIFICATION
OUTCOMES
Divisions I and II
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CERTIFICATION 
OUTCOMES
1. Qualifier.

2. Academic Redshirt.

3. Nonqualifier.

Division I

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2194/What-does-being-eligible-mean?query=qualifier
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2222/What-is-an-academic-redshirt?query=partial%20Qualifier%20requirements
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3896/What-is-a-nonqualifier?query=partial%20Qualifier%20requirements


» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.
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Complete 16 core-course units 
in the required subject areas.

Submit proof of graduation
to the Eligibility Center.

Earn a core-course GPA ≥2.3
in the required subject areas.

Meet core-course progression 
before the seventh semester.
Note: Students certified based solely on 
international credentials are exempt from 
core-course progression.

DIVISION I: QUALIFIER
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DIVISION I: QUALIFIER
Subject Area Breakdown



» First Year 
Athletics Aid.

» First Term 
Practice.
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DIVISION I:
ACADEMIC REDSHIRT

Submit proof of graduation
to the Eligibility Center.

Earn a core-course GPA ≥2.0
in the required subject areas.

Complete 16 core-course units 
in the required subject areas.
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DIVISION I:
NONQUALIFIER

Nonqualifiers are not eligible to 
receive athletics aid, practice 
or compete their first year at 
an NCAA Division I school.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.
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CERTIFICATION 
OUTCOMES
1. Qualifier.

2. Partial Qualifier.

Division II

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2194/What-does-being-eligible-mean?query=qualifier
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/ECMIP/Other_Resources/DII_NQ_Change_FAQ_P.pdf
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» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

Submit proof of graduation
to the Eligibility Center.

Earn a core-course GPA ≥2.2
in the required subject areas.

Complete 16 core-course units 
in the required subject areas.

DIVISION II: QUALIFIER
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DIVISION II: QUALIFIER
Subject Area Breakdown



29

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

DIVISION II:
PARTIAL QUALIFIER

Submit proof of graduation
to the Eligibility Center.

College-bound student-athletes that do not 
meet Division II qualifier standards will be 
deemed a partial qualifier.
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DIVISION III
» Each Division III school determines

its own eligibility for:

o Academic requirements.

o Admission.

o Financial aid.

» International student-athletes
who plan to compete at a Division III 
school must complete an NCAA
Eligibility Center Amateurism-Only
Certification account.

» Domestic student-athletes who 
plan to compete at a Division III 
school may register for a free 
Profile Page account, but it is
not required.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-3980/When-registering-with-the-Eligibility-Center-who-is-considered-a-domestic-student?query=i%20attend%20high%20school%20at%20a%20u.s%20territory%20am%20i%20a%20domestic%20or%20international%20student


HOME SCHOOL 
INFORMATION
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HOME SCHOOL TOOLKIT
» Best resource for 

home-schooled student-
athletes and their families.

» Information includes:

o How to determine if subject 
to home school procedures.

o Required home school 
documentation, instructions 
and examples.

o Documentation submission 
information.

o Additional resources 
and FAQs.

https://on.ncaa.com/HomeSchoolToolkit
https://on.ncaa.com/HomeSchoolToolkit


REQUIRED HOME SCHOOL 
DOCUMENTATION
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» Home school transcript.

o Can be created/submitted by the home school 
administrator (parent/guardian) 
or an umbrella program.

» Administrator and Accordance Statement.

o Required for all home-schooled students, 
including those enrolled in an umbrella program.

» Core-course worksheets.

o Must submit a separate worksheet 
for each core course completed.

o If course was completed via an online 
or hybrid instructional model, the nontraditional 
core-course worksheet should be completed.

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2210/What-is-a-home-school-umbrella-program
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HOME SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT
» Must include:

o Demographic information.

o Academic records.

o Signature either from the 
home school administrator 
(parent/guardian) or 
umbrella program 
administrator.
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» Affirms how home school 
courses were completed and 
attests to the validity of the 
documentation provided.

» Completed by the home 
school administrator who:

o Manages the home school 
program, teaches and 
evaluates the coursework, 
and/or awards grades and 
issues credit.

» Must be signed by 
parent/guardian.

ADMINISTRATOR AND 
ACCORDANCE STATEMENT
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CORE-COURSE WORKSHEETS
» Only submitted for core courses 

in which parent/guardian 
or tutor:

o Plans and delivers 
instructional activities.

o Determines the student’s 
comprehension of the material 
by grading and evaluating 
student performance. 

o Determines the overall 
grade achieved. 

o Either places the grade on a 
transcript/graduation report 
or reports the grade to a 
transcription agency or entity.
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CORE-COURSE WORKSHEETS
» There is no preapproved 

home school curriculum.

» Worksheets are used to 
determine if the course meets 
NCAA core-course legislation. 

» Information provided on 
core-course worksheets is 
crossed checked with 
information on home school 
transcript.
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» Must be submitted for all 
core-courses taught 
through a nontraditional
home school provider.

» Best practices:

o Provide responses as to 
how the course was 
completed by the student.

o Pay special attention to 
responses regarding the 
frequency and nature of 
student-teacher 
interaction.

NONTRADITIONAL 
CORE-COURSE WORKSHEETS

https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4204/What-is-a-nontraditional-course?query=nontraditional


SPECIAL SCENARIOS
» Pre-ninth grade coursework.

o Course taken prior to ninth grade may be used if course:

> Appears on the home school transcript with grade and high 
school credit awarded.

> Meets core-course requirements.

o Core-course worksheets are required for pre-ninth 
grade courses taken via home school.

39



SPECIAL SCENARIOS
» College coursework.

o Dual-enrollment courses may be used if course:

> Appears on home school transcript with grade and 
high school credit awarded. 

> Meets core-course requirements.

o Dual-enrollment home school transcript must 
also be provided. 

o No core-course worksheets are required.

40



HOME SCHOOL 
DOCUMENTATION REMINDERS
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» All forms/worksheets must be:

o Created by the NCAA Eligibility Center.

o Completed in their entirety.

> Do not modify/edit/change forms.

o Signed by parent/guardian.

Exception: Transcripts provided by umbrella programs may be 
signed by umbrella program administrator.

» Documentation provided may not include embedded links.

» Insufficient/incomplete documentation may be:

o Deemed unofficial and a task may be assigned to 
student account for clarification.



HOME SCHOOL 
DOCUMENTATION REMINDERS

42

» Documentation submission guidelines:

o Can send via:

> Best practice: Email as attachment. 

> Standard delivery, overnight or express mail.

o Documents CANNOT be sent via Adobe EchoSign 
or Dropbox. 

o Parent/guardian or home school umbrella programs 
can submit home school student transcripts. 

o All other home school documentation must be provided 
by the home school administrator (e.g., parent/guardian).

o Be sure to include student-athlete’s NCAA ID with all 
submitted student records.



RESOURCES



NCAA is a trademark of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.

@ncaaec @playcollegesports @ncaaec @ncaaec

View the 
Home School 

Toolkit

RESOURCES
» Home School Toolkit.

» Initial-Eligibility Flyer.

o Division I Academic Requirements.

o Division II Academic Requirements.

o Division III Amateurism Flyer.

» Education Impacting Disabilities.

» Register at eligibilitycenter.org.

https://www.facebook.com/ncaaec/
https://www.instagram.com/playcollegesports/
https://twitter.com/ncaaec
https://twitter.com/ncaaec
https://www.instagram.com/playcollegesports/
https://www.facebook.com/ncaaec/
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTube
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTube
https://on.ncaa.com/HomeSchoolToolkit
https://on.ncaa.com/IE_Flyer
https://on.ncaa.com/DIAcademicReq
https://on.ncaa.com/DIIAcademicReq
https://on.ncaa.com/DIIIAcademicReq
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/education-impacting-disabilities
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow the NCAA Eligibility Center

Twitter
@ncaaec

Instagram
@playcollegesports

Facebook
@ncaaec

YouTube
@ncaaec

https://www.facebook.com/ncaaec/
https://twitter.com/ncaaec
https://twitter.com/ncaaec
https://www.instagram.com/playcollegesports/
https://www.facebook.com/ncaaec/
https://www.instagram.com/playcollegesports/
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTube
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTube


NCAA is a trademark of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.

@ncaaec @playcollegesports @ncaaec @ncaaec

THANK YOU FOR JOINING!
Contact the Eligibility Center
» College-bound student-athlete

support line.

o 877-262-1492.

> Monday-Friday.

> 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern time.

Connect with the 
Eligibility Center

https://www.facebook.com/ncaaec/
https://www.instagram.com/playcollegesports/
https://twitter.com/ncaaec
https://twitter.com/ncaaec
https://www.instagram.com/playcollegesports/
https://www.facebook.com/ncaaec/
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTube
https://on.ncaa.com/YouTube

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	NCAA�Eligibility Center
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	NCAA Registration
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Core Courses
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Certification�Outcomes
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Home School Information
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Resources
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46

